The operative treatment of goitre appears to be looked upon 
by Dr. McLeod, and the third by himself, all three being successful.
The operation has, for some unaccountable reason, received a bad name, and is regarded as particularly dangerous ; hence it has been avoided ; yet Kocher In advocating the operation of excision of goitre I do not in any way attempt to make out th^t the proceeding, even in an ordinary case, is by any means easy; far from it, there are difficulties and dangers always ; but I maintain that these should not deter us from operating in suitable cases. Sir William MacCormac (quoted by Treves), in describing an excision of a non-malignant goitre, speaks of the operation as one of the most difficult and most serious he ever had occasion to perform. " The operation lasted two hours, no fewer than a hundred ligatures being applied ; nor," says Treves, " is this case by any means exceptional ; the larger the mass, the less defined its capsule, and the more vascular its structure, the less easy is the operation: and, further, in the great majority of instances, these excision operations are dangerous, tedious and difficult, and demand the exercise of the highest qualities of a good surgeon."
Before referring to the cases on which I have recently operated, I shall briefly sketch the various steps of the operation : and, in passing, merely allude to the fact that the whole gland is never removed now-a-days in consequence of the occurrence, after such a proceeding of the condition known as cachexia strumipriva or myxcedema. Only onehalf is excised, together with a portion of the isthmus, the remaining lobe, if enlarged at the time, subsequently shrinking and atrophying to a considerable extent.
The patient having been brought completely under the influence of chloroform, and the tumour and adjacent skin having been thoroughly purified, the shoulders are raised by means of a pillow, and the head is extended. The surgeon now proceeds to make a free incision over the most prominent part of the tumour, this being vertical, oblique, or angular, according to the requirements of each individual case ; the great point aimed at being to expose the tumour as freely as possible, so that all parts of it may be well under the operator's eye. The deep fascia reached, several veins will come into view which must be ligatured, or otherwise prevented from bleeding ; but the normal distribution of the vessels of the part is so altered that one can seldom recognise familiar land-marks. The deep fascia having been divided and reflected to the same extent as the skin flaps, the infrahyoid muscles come into view, so thinned and altered, however, by the long continued pressure to which they have been subjected, that their real nature may not be recognised, and the operator may believe that he has reached the gland capsule. If Mikulicz, viz ., leaving a small portion of the tumour at the side of the trachea, just where it is in contact with the recurrent laryngeal nerve, and is entered by the artery. This was treated as a pedicle, a row of ligatures being placed on the part clear of the nerve, and the rest of the gland was cut away with scissors. The wound was treated as usual but no drainage tube was used. The patient complained of a good deal of pain after the operation and had dysphagia for two or three days, but did very well otherwise, the temperature never exceeding 101?F. He could not be persuaded to keep in bed, however, and I found him in the hospital compound on the evening of the fifth day. All the upper part of the wound healed by first intention, the interval between the two lowest stitches not doing so in consequence of slight suppuration. He was discharged on the 25th, the 14th day after operation, well in all respects.
The part removed was the size of a man's fist. The patient was seen again frequently up to the 10th of October, and presented a linear cicatrix without any deformity.
Case IV.?The last case I have to record was not unfortunately a successful one. The patient was a man aged 60 with a colossal yoitre affecting both sides of the neck, extending from above the lower jaw to below the clavicle ; and its left half had broken down in the centre, as evidenced by a sinus at about its middle, externally, from which pus constantly exuded. Considering the man's age and the downward limits of the growth, I refused to operate ; but the patient complained so bitterly of the constant discharge which had been going-on for months, and pleaded so hard for relief that, in opposition to my better judgment, I reluctantly consented to. remove the left half of the goitre, warning the man, however, that his chances of recovery were small.
The operation was performed on the morning of the 18th of September. A long oblique incision was made from the angle of the jaw to the sterno-clavicular articulation ; and from the upper extremity of this, a second was carried horizontally outwards to the extent of about two and-a-half inches, and a triangular flap of skin, platysma and fascia was dissected off.
There were very firm adhesions of all the structures around the mouth of the sinus, so that great trouble was experienced when, in raising the flap, this was reached ; eventually, I was obliged to desist from attempting to separate the parts, and left an oval-shaped piece where the skin, fascia, and capsule were all intimately connected. The parts beyond were reflected, several large veins being seen and ligatured till the remarkably thin infrahyoid muscles were exposed. These again were very closely adherent to the capsule, the greatest difficulty being experienced in strip, ping them off ; and so free was the oozing at this stage, that there were no fewer than fifteen Spencer Wells' The President said the Society was greatly indebted to Dr. Brown for his able paper on the operative and radical cure of goitre, a disease so common in many parts of India ; especially as the method of biniodide of mercury inunction, with arsenic and quinine internally, had been so extensively tried and found wanting. The details of Dr. Brown's cases were most interesting, and the results obtained very satisfactory.
(To be continued.)
